Calcification of peripheral nerves in leprosy.
A study conducted in 74 TT/TB patients, with gross thickening of nerves together with nerve abscess, showed calcification in 8 patients. Calcification was most common in the ulnar nerve followed by the lateral popliteal nerve. All eight patients were males with significantly longer duration of illness before start of treatment. Patients with late onset of nerve abscess were found to be more prone to calcium deposition in the nerves. Caseous pus of the abscess had high lipid content with raised cholesterol and cholesterol ester ratio to total lipids suggesting a dystrophic nature of calcification.